200                                                           I ' V E   S H E D
had the exclusive right to represent every sect and com-
munity in the country. Time and again Jinnah chal-
lenged this, but the attitude of the Congress did not
alter. In spite of what it said in its resolutions and what
its leaders proclaimed in their utterances and state-
ments, there had crept into the Congress a marked
Hindu bias.
The tone of the Congress had, moreover, deteriorated.
Every khaddar-dad, twenty-five-cent member believed
that by reason of his donning khaddar he had qualified
for the leadership of the people of India and that this
leadership was a Congress monopoly. The sham and
hypocrisy which masqueraded in the name of the
Congress was another factor which caused this deteri-
oration. No one from within the High Command ques-
tioned whether the men who were discharging the
responsibilities of the Congress in various spheres were
fit and qualified to fulfil those obligations.
As an experiment the Congress, in its first blush of
power, thrust prohibition on the province of Bombay.
With full knowledge that it would be resented by large
sections of the population, the Congress made it the
first item of its program, leaving untackled other more
important issues on which it had almost universal sup-
port. In those days permits to drink were issued to only
three groups of people: Europeans, habitual drinkers
under a medical certificate, and Parsis for religious
ceremonies. Out of respect for the wishes of our first
popular government, many young men accustomed to
sit and drink in the evening did not avail themselves
of these loopholes in order to obtain a permit. We felt
that the restrictions, however irksome, were for the good